Cases Illustrating Certain Diseases of the Brain. by Reynolds, J. Russell
60
tumour appeared to be in the abdominal cavity, the melting
away of my last case under manipulation is inconsistent with
the belief that they are very deeply seated. Their cause is
spinal irritation, the irritated spinal nerves producing spasm in
the muscles to which they are distributed. I need scarcely
observe how entirely this explanatiox of their character is in
keeping with the history of the tumours in the foregoing cases.
If it be admitted that they are formed by the spasmodic con-
traction of portions of the abdominal muscles, it is no longer
matter of surprise that patients suffering from their presence
should pass safely through pregnancies; that the tumours should
cause no actual enlargement of the abdomen; that they should
sometimes disappear spontaneously; that having thus disap-
peared they should sometimes return; that they should be re-
moved under the use of remedies calculated to improve the
general health, and to remedy the cause of the local irritation
to which they appear referable ; that they should change their
relative position from day to day; or, lastly, that they should
be temporarily dispersed under the manipulating hand of the
physician. In confirmation of the apparent reality of their
presence, and of my assertion as to the embarrassment and
anxiety they cause to the practitioner who is ignorant of their
true nature, I may point to the fact that the abdomen has been
laid open by the surgeon at least five times for the removal of
abdominal tumours which were found not to exist. Most pro-
bably all of these were really examples of these " phantom
tumours;" and yet the reality of their existence must. in each
of these cases, have been impressed upon the minds of the pa-
tients and their relatives, as well as upon that of the operator
and his colleagues, before he would have proposed, or they
acceded to, so very serious an operation.
I should have been unwilling to bring this subject before the
Society in so incomplete a form, and probably would have left
it to an abler hand, had I not learnt in conversation with
several friends of wide experience, that they had likewise met
with examples of these puzzling tumours, without being aware
of their true character. I trust that even this imperfect sketch
may lead to the clearer elucidation of the subject, by directing
the attention of other observers towards its investigation, and
may serve to avert some of the anxiety and doubt felt by my-
self when the earlier cases came under my care, as well as of
the uneasiness experienced by persons suffering from a disease
apparently of a serious description, but the precise character of
which is unknown.
Under Berkelev-street. December. lS5G.
CASES ILLUSTRATING CERTAIN DISEASES
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CASE ].&mdash;A. C-, a married woman, aged forty-nine, a
laundress, having habitually good health, although occasionally
complaining of pain in the forehead; temperate in her mode of
life, and with sufficient work to live comfortably, and not ad-
dicted to drinking; was in her usual health on the 7the October.
On the 8th, at nine o’clock A.M., she was washing in the yard,
and standing over the pail, when, after blowing her nose vio-
lently, she felt her legs give way under her, and fell; she
was lifted up and taken into the house. She was quite con-
scious of all that took place around her, and affirmed that she
had not for a moment lost herself; but she could not move
the left upper or lower extremity. She retained her power of
speech, and gave a distinct account of her falling immediately
after blowing her nose. Half an hour after the attack she was
carried upstairs and laid upon the bed, and immediately she
lost all perception and the power of speech. At two P.M. I
saw her, in conjunction with my friend Mr. William Adams.
She was then lying on her back, in profound coma, with ster-
torous respiration, and immobile but equally dilated pupils.
Both arms fell instantly when raised and allowed to drop; the
same condition existed in the lower extremities. There was i
slight resistance in each arm to the movement of extension, Ibut no marked rigidity. Sensibility appeared universally ex-tinct ; but the muscles of either leg contracted slightly upon
pinching the skin of the corresponding foot. Atr four P.M.,
after removing six ounces of blood, the stertor ceased; the
patient raised her head a little, and turned it towards the side;
but died at a quarter past four.
, 
fS‘ectio cadareris. fort hours atttr death. - Rioor
mortis present and equal in both upper and lower extre-
, mitie. Irides equally dilated. Integuments bloodless. Dura
mater highly vascular; not abnormally thick or adherent. Pia
mater also highly vascular, both large and small vessels. Over
the right hemisphere, at a point corresponding with the parie-
tal eminence, the large vessels were quite empty for the space-
of a square inch, and the intervening membrane was perfectlybloodless in appearance. Upon removing the brain, some blood
was seen on the inferior surface of the middle lobe, close to the
margin of the Sylvian fissure. On section of the hemispheres
they were found pale; and the upper wall of the right lateral
ventricle was higher and more bulging than that of the left.
Upon opening the lateral ventricles they were found filledwith dark clotted blood, which extended into all the cornua;
the clot which existed in the descending cornu of the right
lateral ventricle was continuous with a large clot in the sub-
stance of the right hemisphere, the right thalamus opticus,
and the lower portion of the adjoining corpus striatum. The
lateral wall of this ventricle was, however, entire; and the
extra- and intra-ventricular clots communicated through thedescending cornu only. The third ventricle, and the iter a
tertio ad quartum ventriculum, were filled with clotted blood.No other morbid appearances were recognised.Remarks.-In this case there were two attacks, and thediagnosis of each was comparatively easy. In the first, sud-denly induced, distinctly limited, but completely developedhemiplegia, without any obscuration of the intellect, and with-
out any notable prodromata, afforded a combination of symp--
toms which, when occurring as the immediate sequence of a
violent effort, could leave no doubt upon the mind as to the
existence of hemorrhage into the cerebral substance. In the-
second, sudden and profound coma, with stertorous breathing,
bi-lateral paralysis, and immobile iris, occurring as the sequel
of hemiplegia, were equally characteristic of ventricular hemor-
rhage. The first attack differed in its symptoms from conges-
tion in presenting no intellectual change, with the distinct-
limitation of the paralysis to one side. The second attack
differed from congestion in the profundity of the coma (stertor
and immobile iris). From symptoms of softening the attack
differed, in the first instance, by the absence of prodromata.
and of mental obscuration, while there was perfectly developed
hemiplegia. The second attack differed from that of softening
in the general distribution of its phenomena, the bi-lateral
paralysis, and the complete abeyance of mental faculty.
It is by no means so uncommon as was at one time supposed
to meet with cases of cerebral haemorrhage in which paralysis.
has occurred without loss of perception; but it is somewhat
rare to find such extensiveventricular hemorrhage as that which
existed in the case now recorded, without any marked rigidity
or convulsions. However, the recurrence of an apoplectic
attack in the manner described, -viz., the sudden onset of
profound coma and general paralysis, as the sequel of an hemi-
plegic attack,-is almost pathognomonic of ventricular haemor-
rhage occurring as the sequel of haemorrhage into the cerebral
substance.
Grosvenor-street, Grosvenor-square.
PROGRESS OE PHOTOGRAPHY. - In consequence of a’
series of successful experiments made by Mr. Mayall, photo-
graphy takes another large stride towards perfection. The
substitution of paper for the metallic plate used in the old
daguerreotype, while it avoided the unpleasant glare inevitable
during the early stages of the art, was attended by this disad-
vantage : that what was gained in perspicuity was lost in de-
licacy. Paper, from its fibrous nature, absorbs the middle
tints, and hence, in the case of coloured works, the artist was
forced by stippling to supply the defects of the photographer.
The chemical properties of ivory render that substance inappli-
cable to the purposes of the art; but Mr. Mayall, by a com-
pound of the sulphate of barytes and albumen, has obtained a-
material that has the appearance and close texture of ivory,
without any of the resisting qualities. The middle tints of the-
" 
negati B’e" are thus accurately reproduced, and, by a simple
wash of colour the artist executes a work equal in finish to the
old ivory miniature, endowed with all the truthfulness proper’
to photography. It is estimated that, by the use of Mr. Mayall’s
material, a portrait that under the old system would have re-
quired a month for its completion, can now be finished within-
two days. The method of producing the figure and the back-
ground from separate " negatives " receives new development
from this invention, as the nuances of distance become more
capable of exact imitation.-The Times.
